Objectives ‘
in this selection you will

1. Learn about the life of a stu-
dent in ancient Sumer.

2. Distinguish between infor-
mation that is relevant to a
researcher and irrefevant to

Background

Archaeologists excavated doc-
uments in the form of essays
written by a schoolteacher
about 2000 B.c. The essays
describe the life of a student
in ancient Sumer, These docu-
ments are important because

Vocabulary Builder
punctuality (puhnk choo aL ih
tee) n. being on time;
promptness

curtsy (kerT see} n. a bow of

respect
loiter {Lo! ter) v. stop and play

a researcher.

along the way

they are written history.

Primary documents—such as
essays, diaries, and journals—
give historians important
information about the past.

As you read excerpts from
the essay “School Days,” think
about the information that
you can gather about school

u- life in ancient Sumer.

1 recited my tablet, ate my lunch, prepared
my (new) tablet, wrote it, finished it; then my
model tablets were brought to me; and in the
afternoon my exercise tablets were brought to
me. When school was dismissed, I went
home, entered the house, and found my
father sitting there. I explained . . . my exercise
tablets to my father, . . . recited my tablet to
him, and he was delighted. .. ..

[The schoolboy then gives the servants the
following orders.] I am thirsty, give me water
to drink; I am hungry, give me bread to eat;
wash my feet, set up (my) bed, I want to go to
sleep. Wake me early in the morning, I must
not be late. . . .

When I arose early in the morning, I faced
my mother and said to her: “Give me my
lunch, I want to go to schooll” My mother
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gave me two rolls, and I setout.. ..

In school the fellow in charge of punctuality
said: “Why are you late?” Afraid and with a
pounding heart, I entered before my teacher
and made a respectful curtsy.

My headmaster read my tablet, said:
“There is something missing,”. . . The fellow
in charge of neatness said: “You loitered in the
street and did not straighten up your clothes,”
The fellow in charge of silence said: “Why did
you talk without permission?”. . .The fellow
in charge of good behavior said: “Why did
you rise without permission?”. . .The fellow
in charge of Sumerian said: “Why didnt you
speak Sumerian?. . .”

[The teacher speaks to the schoolboy]
Young fellow, (because) you hated not my
words, neglected them not, (may you) complete




‘he scribal [writer’s] art from beginning to
snd. Because you . . . paid me a salary larger
than my efforts {(deserve), (and) have honored
me, . . . may your exercises contain no faults.
Of your brothers, may you be their leader; of

Ancient scribes

1. Which parts of the essay about a student’s
life in ancient Sumer could a historian verify?

2. Which statements in this essay would not be
useful to a historian who wants to write an
article about education in ancient Sumer?

3. What information in this essay would be
essential for someone who is studying
ancient teaching methods?

your friends may you be their chief; may you
rank the highest among the schoolboys. . . .
You have carried out well the school’s activi-

ties, you are a man of learning.

Source: “School Days,”
Ancnymaus Author

4. Historians learn about the past by studying
written documents. By studying the written
language, historians learn about ideas that
are important to a society. Think of a ques-
tion that a historian might ask about
Sumerian society from reading the essay.
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Dbjectives
in this selection you will

1. Learn about the influence
of Buddhism on the
Mauryan king Ascka.

2. Distinguish between infor-
mation that is relevant to a
researcher and irrelevant
10 a researcher.

Ascka’s life.

It happened in about 261 B.C. . . . Since eatly
morning, men, women, and children had been
gathering in large numbers. . . . They wereina
hilarious mood as this was their first
opportunity to welcome Emperor Asoka after
his victory in the Kalinga war. The city of
Pataliputra wore a festive look. with national
flags fluttering high in the sky all along the
main highway leading to the place of the public
meeting.

There seemed nothing surprising in this
exhibition of pomp and show by the . .. citizens
of the Mauryan Empire. The victory in the
Kalinga war was an achievement of which
they could be justly proud. As a result of their

"ultimate victory, the people of Magadha had

almost forgotten the troubles and turmoils
through which they had to pass when the war

Background

Asocka became the third king
of the Mauryan Empire about
260 B.C. As a young man, he
had the reputation of being
fierce, cruel, and aggressive.
Today, he is known as one of
the world’s greatest rulers.

Asoka began studying the
teachings of Buddhism before
he became emperor; however,
he did not take the religion’s
teachings of peace and har-
mony seriously until he had
fought in the battle of
Kalinga. This excerpt describes
how that battle changed

Vocabulary Bujiider
hilarious (hih AR ee uhs)
adj. noisy and cheerful

pomp (pahmp) n. all the
impressive clothes, decora-
tions, music, etc. that are
traditional for an important
public ceremony

turmoil (7er moil) n. a state
of confusion and trouble

annex (uh NEHKS) v. to add
humanity (hvoo MaN ih tee)
n. people

jubilation (jyoo bih Lay shuhn)
n. happy celebration; rejoicing
illuminate. (ih Loo mih nayt)
v. to light up; make bright

was on. The Jawans, who had accomplished
heroic deeds and were instrumental in annex-
ing Kalinga, were expecting high awards . . .
for their . . . bravery. . . .

At last, Asoka accompanied by the

- Buddhist Sage, Moggaliputta Tissa arrived on

the scene and the vast mass of humanity burst
into cries of joy. When the King . ... ascended the
rostrum especially erected for the purpose, the
public jubilation cooled down. And when
Asoka arose to deliver his address, all eyes
turned toward him; there was pin-drop silence.
The people thought that they were now going
to get a pat from the royalty for their deeds of
gallantry and supreme sacrifices.

But they were disillusioned when the king
started speaking in an entirely different tone.
He said, “Brothers and Sisters, after the victory




n the Kalinga war we have assembled here
oday for the first time. Perhaps you have come
iere to celebrate the victory with high expecta-
ions. But . . . I am unable to celebrate this occa-
ion in the way you might have liked. I am
ully conscious of the hardships faced and the
acrifices made by all of you in turning the
cales in our favor in the Kalinga war. I am
ndeed thankful to you all for the help and
ooperation you gave to government in the
hape of men and material. | am, however,
ishamed of the large-scale destruction brought
bout by the Kalinga war. . . . Moggaliputta
1issa has removed darkness from my eyes and
Huminated my mind. 1 have now fully realized
hat for the sake of self-glory, for the sake of
erritorial expansion and for the sake of
Lumiliat‘ingi; others, it is a crime . . . o massacre
housands. . . to destroy . . . the property of oth-
s . .. and to uproot a large numbef of people
rom their . . . homes. It is such a crime which
an never be pardoned . . . The horrible results
f this mass destruction and untold misery
iave served as an eye-opener to me. I am grate-
ul...to Moggaliputta Tissa due to whose kind
widance T have found solace [comfort] in the
eachings of the Compassionate Buddha.”

. Which statements in Asoka’s speech can
help you to understand his point of view
on the Kalinga war?

. Which statements in this excerpt would be
relevant to a historian studying the results
of the battle of Kalinga?

“Since the message of . . . the Buddha stands
for peace and universal brotherhood,” Asoka
declared . . . “from today onward . .. I shall
endeavor to win the hearts . . . of my empire, by
persuasion and love instead of by the use of
force and sword.”

Source: Asoka the Great
D. C. Ahir

3. Which statements in this excerpt would not
be useful in determining the people’s reac-
tion to Ascka’s speech? :

4. How did Ascka's study of Buddhism affect

the people of the Mauryan Empire?
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_Dbjectives
In this selection you wili

1. Learn about Confucian ideas
about good government.

2. Determine Confucius's point
of view on how a person in
authority should act.

Background

Born in China in 551 B.C,,
Confucius became a Chinese
philosopher and teacher. His
ideas on education and gov-
ernment had a profound
impact on Chinese society for
many centuries.

In this sefection from
The Analects, Confucius
discusses his philosophy of
good government.

Vocabulary Sulifdes
beneficent (buh nexF uh
suhnt) adj. doing things to
help people; generous
expenditure {ehk spexn dih
chur) n. the amount of
money that a person or gov-
ernment spends

covetous (kuHv ih tuhs) adj.
having a very strong desire
to have something that
someone else has

Tzu-chang asked Confucius, saying, “In
what way should a person in authority act in
order that he may conduct government prop-
erly?” The Master replied, “Let him honor the
five excellent, and banish away the four bad,
things; then may he conduct government
properly.” Tzu-chang said, “What are meant
by the five excellent things?” The Master said,
“When the person in authority is beneficent
without great expenditure; when he gives
tasks [to] the people without their complain-
ing; when he [tries to get] what he desires
without being covetous; when he maintains a

~dignified ease without being proud; when he

is majestic without being fierce.”.
Tzu-chang said, “What is meant by being
beneficent without great expenditure?” The

benevolent {(buh nEHV Uh
luhnt) adj. kindly

awe (aw) n. a feeling of
great respect and admiration
for someone or something

propriety {proh pri ih tee) n.
proper behavior

Master replied, “When the person in authori-
ty makes more beneficial to the people the
things from which they naturally derive ben-
efit; is not this being beneficent without great
expenditure? When he chooses the labors
which are proper, and makes them labor on
them, who will [complain]? When his desires
are set on benevolent government, and he
secures it, who will accuse him of covetous-
ness? Whether he has to do with many people
or few, or with things great or small, he does
not dare to indicate any disrespect; is not this
to maintain a dignified ease without any
pride? He adjusts his clothes and cap, and
throws a dignity into his looks, so that, thus
dignified, he is locked at with awe; is not this
to be majestic without being fierce?”




Tzu-chang then asked, ’iWhat are meant
by the four bad things?” The Master said, “To
put the people to death without having
instructed them; this is called cruelty. To
require from them, suddenly, the full [sum] of
work, without having given them warning;
this is called oppression. To issue orders as if
without urgency, at first, and when the time
comes, to insist on them with severity; this is
called injury. And, generally, in the giving pay
or rewards to mern, to do it in a stingy way;
this is called acting the part of a mere official.”

The Master said, “Without recognizing the
laws of Heaven, it is impossible to be a supe-
rior man.”

“Without an acquaintance with the rules
of propriety, it is impossible for the character
to be established.”

“Without knowing the force of words, it is

]

impossible to know men.” ¢

Source: The Analects,
Confucius

1. The question Confucius tries to answer in
this excerpt concerns

A a'leader’s ability to persuade others.

B aleader’s decision to govern fairly.

C the qualities that a good leader needs.
D the importance of being a proud leader.

2. What is Confucius’s viewpoint on how to
govern?

A The best leaders work to meet their own
desires, '

Confucius

B Itis important to be proud and fierce.

C The best [eaders understand human
nature.

D The best leaders know that people
should work hard.

3. Who was Confucius trying to persuade with
his argument? Do you think he succeeded?
Explain.

Primary Sources 513

W1




