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November 16, 2015 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

Our new school year is off to a strong start. I’m grateful for your support of our schools and teachers, and your encouragement to 

help your children do their best.  I am writing to share information and resources about the Partnership for Assessment of 

Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) State assessments. These annual exams offer an informative snapshot of a student’s 

achievement and progress. The goal is to ensure every student graduates ready for college, a career and a successful life.  Students 

in grades 3-8 and high school took the PARCC tests for the first time last spring.  

 

The attached flyer provides answers to some basic questions, including: 

 When you will see your child’s scores, 

 Where you’ll find more information about the PARCC score report, and 

 How the results will be used. 

 

As you review your child’s report, please keep in mind: 

 

Your child’s PARCC scores cannot be compared with any other tests.  

It’s not only a new test, but also a different test. It is not possible to score “lower” or “higher” on PARCC relative to any other test 

your child has taken in the past. This is a fresh start. Our students are setting a new baseline for growth. These new state 

assessments will allow you to see your child’s academic growth from one grade to the next, and progress toward college-and 

career-readiness for the first time.  

 

PARCC results are not just a set of “numbers,” but a roadmap to opportunity. 

Your child’s results provide a useful snapshot to: 

 Identify specific skills where there’s room for growth,  

 Spot strengths your child can build on, and 

 Help a teacher tailor instruction to your child’s needs. 

 

Remember: Each state assessment provides just one measure of your child’s performance. It is not the only indicator of 

student progress. 

I strongly encourage you to start a conversation about your child’s academic progress by speaking with a teacher, attending a PTA 

meeting, and browsing the resources created just for parents about the curricular standards and PARCC assessments.  

 

Please contact the Testing Office at 301-702-3860, if you require additional information.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Kevin M. Maxwell, Ph.D.  

Chief Executive Officer  

 

Attachment  

 

c: Members, Board of Education  

 Members, Executive Cabinet  

 All Principals  

 

 

 

 



 

HELPING PARENTS UNDERSTAND PARCC 

 

“When Will I See My Child’s Scores?” 

We plan to send the reports for high school students home to parents in  early December. The reports for 

elementary and middle school students will be sent home at a date to be announced. 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

“What Will PARCC Scores Tell Us?” 

The PARCC assessment provides the most detailed snapshot we’ve ever had of what students actually 

learned in key subjects. The results show us who needs additional instruction and support, who is ready to 

move ahead in the subject area, and who is on track to graduate ready for higher education or the work 

force. But remember: This is only one measure of how your child is performing. Behavior, attendance, 

attitude, study habits, and teacher observation also contribute to the bigger picture.  

 

“How Is Test Information Used?” 

The results will help teachers tailor their instruction in ways that better support each student’s academic 

needs and opportunities for growth. Results will also inform educators about how best to meet the needs of 

all students, including those who receive services such as English language acquisition, gifted and talented 

programming, and special and related education services. 

 

“How Can I Help My Child?” 

Meet with your child’s classroom teacher or counselor to discuss the results and determine the best 

approach, and ask for resources to help your child move forward. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

To Learn More 

 Parent Guide to Understanding the PARCC Score 

Report 

 

 Short Video Tour for Understanding the PARCC 

Score Report 

 

To Learn More 

 Visit your school website. 

 Explore the resources gathered by the 

Maryland State Department of Education at 

http://marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/pro

grams/parcc/index.html. 

 Browse the parent resources produced by 

PARCC, Inc. at 

www.UnderstandTheScore.org. 

http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/programs/parcc/docs/ParentGuideforScoreReport092215.pdf
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/programs/parcc/docs/ParentGuideforScoreReport092215.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?t=14&v=67G12fhSXmA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?t=14&v=67G12fhSXmA
http://marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/programs/parcc/index.html
http://marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/programs/parcc/index.html
http://www.understandthescore.org/

