
2016 Literary Pumpkin Directions 

1. Choose either a novel to read, one you are currently reading, or one you have recently read 

2. Use information from the novel to compose a response to one of the following prompts  

3. Design a pumpkin that represents an aspect of the novel you chose (character, setting, plot, theme, symbols) OR  design 

a pumpkin that represents the information in the prompt to which you responded (Example 1:  If you chose the prompt 

for which you constructed a song list, create a pumpkin that represents the songs/music.  

Example 2:  If you chose to research the historical time period, create a pumpkin that represents that time in history). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Classic Book Review:  get form from ELA 

teachers 

2. Novel Soundtrack: Compile a list of (6) songs 

that represent different aspects of the novel: 

characters, setting, plot/conflict, resolution, 

theme, symbols, etc. . . .  Write down each 

song’s lyrics.  Justify why each song represents 

an aspect of the novel –Support your answer 

with textual evidence. 

3. Chapter Titles:  Create a new title for 10 

different chapters throughout the novel.  The 

chapters do not have to be consecutive.  Justify 

why the title you created is the best title for the 

chapter-support your answer with textual 

evidence. 

4.  Character Interview:  Create 10 questions you 

would ask one of the characters in the novel   

that will help others get to know the character.  

Compose accurate answers to the questions 

supporting your answer with textual evidence.  

5. Continuation:  Write a continuation of the 

novel mimicking the author’s writing style.  For 

example, if the author uses a lot of dialogue, 

include dialogue in your continuation.  If the 

author is heavy on description, your 

continuation will also be heavy on description.  

Be sure to base the continuation on information 

from the text. 

6. 100 Years from Now:  Write a persuasive letter 

to a newspaper or magazine in which you make 

a claim that the novel you have read will or will 

not still be read in a hundred years.    Support 

your answer with information from the text.   

 

 

 

 

 
(Example:  Students will still read The Scarlet Letter by 

Nathaniel Hawthorne will continue to be read in 100 years 

because the themes are timeless). 

7. Movie Casting:   You have written the 

screenplay for the novel you read.  Who will you 

cast to play the major characters in the novel?  

(Choose at least 6 characters from the novel, 

identify the actress/actor/person you will use to 

fill each part, justify why each is the best person 

to play the character.  Support your answer 

with information from the text.   You may use 

people you know personally instead of famous actors and 

actresses as long as you can justify the choice. 

8. Historical Context:  Research the historical 

significance of the novel’s setting, influences on 

the characters, and or plot/conflict.  Write a 

brief description of the historical significance 

with support from text. 

9. Diary Entry:  Write a Diary Entry form the 

perspective of one of the characters about 

something that he/she learned throughout the 

novel (does not have to be the main character).  

You may write one longer entry or a series of 

entries.  Support your answer with textual 

evidence. 

10. Symbolism:  Identify 5 symbols throughout the 

novel that support the theme.  Describe each of 

the symbols.  Create 2 of your own symbols 

that represent parts of the novel: characters, 

setting, theme, and plot/conflict. 

The Writing Component and the Pumpkin are REQUIRED for both Middle and High School 

English/Language Arts Grade:                   Writing = 20pt. Assessment Grade Pumpkin = 15 pt. Homework Grade 

Middle School – one page / High School- two pages   (We encourage you to use FAKE pumpkins but real pumpkins are acceptable) 

WRITE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IN BLACK SHARPIE ON YOUR PUMPKIN:  Name      Genre      Grade 

 

 


